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Purpose and Overview

Execution is the number one challenge for leaders and organizations. Despite inspirational visions and 
cascading strategic plans, getting things done remains a critical block to organizational performance causing 
even the best businesses to miss more than one third of their potential performance.

People are the business differentiator. The single greatest factor responsible for success or failure in execution 
is people. It is crucial that teams work effectively together.

A recent study by the Center for Creative Leadership revealed that 60% of all senior teams did not think or act 
strategically. 

The Team Performance Indicator is an accurate and tangible assessment tool that explains team effectiveness 
for success. Measuring the key dimensions of leadership alignment, productivity and synergy, and strategic 
focus to benchmark your team’s present performance and put a simple and clear foundation for making the 
best decisions for improvement.

The ability to translate potential to performance in today’s challenging and competitive business environment is 
critical. The Team Performance Indicator evaluates the three fundamental elements of team performance:

1.	 The leadership alignment – are people working from the same page and providing the direction 
needed for the organization to succeed and in keeping with the leadership competencies needed 
now and in the future?

2.	 The productive synergy – how effective does the team work individually and together to generate 
results?

3.	 The strategic focus – do team members agree with the leader’s mandate and operate from the 
same priorities?

Team performance can be benchmarked based on the current level of alignment, synergy and focus with clarity 
to determine an actionable agenda for developing to maximize future results.

The Team Performance Indicator provides the answers to why the team is not performing to potential, where 
priorities should be placed, and what to do about it.

Measuring and evaluating team performance impact is the key to increasing profitability and productivity. The 
average team performance is 63% - where will your team stand and how do you build competitive advantage 
through your people?

The Team Performance Indicator is designed to answer this question and help your team improve performance 
to execute better. It is a benchmark for leadership success.
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Team Member Profile

The Team Performance Indicator was completed on the Senior Executive Team (SET) of Sample Company 
with Georgia Minton as CEO. This feedback report is based on the analysis of 10 responses (the CEO and the 
nine SET members). Below are the demographics of the team who responded to the surveys.
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Summary of Business Strategy

The business mandate for Sample Company is to …

•	 Through active and accurate research build innovative value-added products to expand the current 
market by 100% in the next ten years through aggressive external marketing.

The five core strategic drivers of the business mandate are as follows:

•	 Research to drive incremental innovation of current products to provide value-added extensions to the 
present market share

•	 Research and develop creative direct marketing campaigns to aggressively build the external markets

•	 Focus on providing customer service excellence with attentive account management processes to build 
referral and networking opportunities

•	 Aggressively manage the profitability to protect the present profit margins through market expansions

•	 Build a state-of-the-art customer relationship database as an analytical tool for superior marketing and 
customer service
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Part One – Leadership Alignment

In today’s competitive business environment, achieving and retaining the leadership edge is critical. Leaders 
are the impact lever of an organization’s ability to succeed – they translate potential to performance. 

The quality of your leadership is your competitive advantage. Understanding the impact you have on those 
around you is crucial to success. Your actions and behaviors to a great extent determine who you are as a 
leader and your ability to deliver results. 

Being a leader is about change and growth. To have the most positive impact as a leader we need to 
understand our impact and develop our self-awareness of our actions and behaviors. 

Understanding our leadership strengths, how we are perceived by those around us and what is needed to lead 
going forward allows us to continue growing and meeting the changing and complex needs of our people and 
positions.

The world has changed, people have changed – organizations need to change and develop leaders who can 
translate potential to performance today and tomorrow. 

Leadership skills can be developed.  It is critical that organizations make leadership development a critical core 
business strategy.

Effective leadership development aligns leader competencies with business strategies and beginning with 
the end in mind can make a dramatic difference in the return on investment – the end result being leaders 
prepared for today and tomorrow and not yesterday.

The Team Performance Indicator provides a tool for assessing team member views about the leadership 
competencies needed and where their skills are now. Team members assess the relative importance of core 
leadership competencies for success now and in the future and rate their ability to perform in these areas. 
Gaps are identified and clarity for attention is determined.

The leadership alignment component of the Team Performance Indicator answers the following questions:

•	 What leadership competencies are critical for the strategic success of your organization?
•	 How strong are team members in these crucial competencies?
•	 How aligned are your team’s strengths with what is considered important?
•	 How aligned are your team’s perspectives with your own?
•	 Where should you focus for developing leadership for the greatest impact?
•	 Are their factors that could lead to the derailment of any of your team members?
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Assessing Leadership and Competencies

All competencies assessed in this analysis are based on the Center for Creative Leadership’s (CCL) typology 
of leader competencies. These competencies have been identified through multiple and continuous research 
aimed at understanding effective leadership. They are characteristics that are observable through behavior and 
related to effective leadership performance.

The competencies are organized for assessment in three dimensions using the typology of leader attributes – 
leading the organization, leading others, and leading yourself.

The definitions of each of the leadership competencies are outlined in the table on the following page.
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Leadership Profile

How are the leadership competencies ranked as critical for success for your business mandate as 
evaluated by the CEO?

As CEO, you ranked the twenty (20) leadership competencies essential for your organization’s success over 
the next five years which resulted in the comprehensive picture below in terms of importance.

In the graph below, leadership competencies that fall in the upper right hand quadrant are those that you 
identified as most important now and in the future.

You selected the following seven leadership competencies as most important:

•	 Building collaborative relationships
•	 Being a quick learner
•	 Strategic planning
•	 Change management
•	 Strategic perspective
•	 Inspiring commitment
•	 Leading employees
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What is the leadership competencies ranked as critical for success for your business mandate as 
evaluated by the team members?

Your nine team members ranked the twenty (20) leadership competencies essential for your organization’s 
success over the next five years which resulted in the comprehensive picture below in terms of importance.

The team members selected the following seven leadership competencies as most important:

•	 Decisiveness
•	 Building collaborative relationships
•	 Confronting problem employees
•	 Change management
•	 Strategic perspective
•	 Taking initiative
•	 Leading employees

Leadership alignment between leader and team equals 57%.

In the terms of the degree of agreement among the team members as to the importance of leadership 
competencies for business success, the team leadership agreement rating is 78%.
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How strong is the team at the leadership competencies ranked as critical for success for your business 
mandate?

The nine team members ranked the twenty (20) leadership competencies in terms of their level of current skill 
and what they need to demonstrate to be maximally effective on each of the leadership competencies. 

The graph below shows the pattern of ratings for each competency. The competencies are listed in descending 
order of their needed skill level. The range of possible ratings is from 1 (extremely small amount) to 7 
(extremely large amount).
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Of the seven essential leadership competencies you identified for your organization’s success, the needed skill 
rating is 6.47 while the current skill level is 5.11.

Leadership skill level on competencies for business success is 79%.

What factors may lead to the derailment of team members in your organization?

A derailed leader is one who has lost effectiveness over time and creates a negative impact on the 
organization. There are five major problems that contribute to derailment as defined below.
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Potential challenge areas for the team are outlined in the following graph. The bar graph points out the 
perceived potential for derailment within a range of ratings of 1 (extremely small amount) to 7 (extremely large 
amount).

The potential for derailment for team members is ranked at 56%.
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Overview

The overall leadership alignment score for the team is 68%.

The areas for leadership development to support the critical competencies needed for the success of the 
business are as follows:

•	 Strategic perspective
•	 Change management
•	 Building collaborative relationships
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Part Two – Productive Synergy

Most teams and organizations achieve 67% of their potential financial performance. Despite great vision and 
smart strategies, the number one challenge for leaders is execution – getting things done.

The number one factor for achieving business results is team success and that rests on synergy.

The Team Performance Indicator provides a clear, accurate, and tangible answer to a critical question – how 
successful will your team be working the way they do right now?

Synergy is the key issue in effective teamwork and the ability for a leader to leverage his or her people for 
results. What gets in the way?

	People do not always work from the same page and create silos that limit teamwork hurting both the 
company and the customer.

	Communication styles differ and lack of connection and conflicts can result.
	Stresses arise in team dynamics and individual work approaches that create inefficiencies.
	Lack of understanding of expectations and requirements take the focus off first things first.
	Engagement suffers from lack of understanding what teams and individuals need from leaders creating 

wasted energy and time.

The assessment tools used in our analysis are 82% accurate in predicting performance and engagement 
taking the guesswork out of people decisions.

Putting the right people in the right places together improves communication, initiates solutions and increases 
profitability. The Kolbe system has been shown to boost the productivity of teams by as much as 225%.
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Kolbe© Performance Analytics

The Kolbe© assessment tools provide real insight and help leaders truly understand and know their team. 
People initiate solutions, respond to situations and prevent problems in four Action Modes© (identified by 
the Kolbe© assessments). This component of the Team Performance Indicator helps you understand each 
person’s instinctive approach and how the right mix means greater productivity in your organization. The 
analysis we provide for you is tangible and accurate in predicting team performance and success.

You will gain a clear understanding of how your team will work at their best from all sides:

1.	 The Kolbe A© Index measures each person’s natural way of working, their instinctive mode of operation 
for problem solving and completing tasks.

2.	 The Kolbe C© Index measures your own requirements from the team for actions at work.

You will understand the full picture – how each person naturally works at their best and what you actually need 
from them. Imagine the motivation and energy that will come from having clear expectations and matching 
natural talents with required actions. 

We use Kolbe’s one-of-a-kind system based on an idea so simple, it’s revolutionary. Kolbe discovered that 
natural, unchangeable creative instincts determine how people approach problems and work. When these 
instincts are allowed to thrive naturally in the workplace, and when teams are built with the right chemistry 
around these instincts, individuals will work together in remarkably positive ways.

By using this information about creative instincts systematically, Kolbe has created a totally new team 
management algorithm. We use this unique system (based on a solid foundation of scientific research) to 
consistently help organizations to increase their productivity by as much as 225%.
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Synergy Profile

The instinctive strengths you as leader possess are outlined in the following graphic (full details provided in 
separate report).

Your Kolbe A Index result shows that you have a terrific set of instinctive strengths that will help you lead this 
team.

Conation is the innate or essential pattern of each person’s method of decision-making and problem-solving. 
It is one of the three dimensions of the human mind, along with cognitive (your thinking) and affective (your 
feelings). Your instinctive approach to getting things done is as follows:

•	 Validate by researching and getting the needed information
•	 Outlining an agenda for action by recycling proven templates or plans
•	 Modify to improve direction by building on success and looking for incremental innovation and change
•	 Keep the big picture in conceptual view

The instinctive approach to performance you need from your team to support maximum productivity and 
synergy for your strategy is outlined on the following page.
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The requirements you have for your team are as follows:

•	 Validate strategic direction and take action first by getting the background information and setting 
priorities

•	 Organize the action plan with a supporting system to follow through on the plan
•	 Modify to improve direction by building on success and looking for incremental innovation and change
•	 Keep the big picture in conceptual view

The instinctive requirements you have for your team are 93% similar to your own instinctive strengths profile.
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The instinctive strengths of your team members are outlined in the following table.
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The actual profile of your team’s instinctive strengths is 7552. 

The alignment of the team’s instinctive strengths to your requirements is 74%.

The greatest degree of misalignment is in two areas:

•	 The need to maintain the status quo, focus on current actions, and not move forward with change other 
than through testing or pilots projects

•	 The need to generate working models and demonstrations as opposed to conceptual presentations
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The distribution of the team members’ approaches to the leader is outlined as follows:

                             
  Distribution of Individual Team Member Strengths to Organizational Culture:
   
  FactFinder FollowThru QuickStart Implementor  
   
  1                          
  2                      
  3       3         3    
  4                          
  5                          
  6   6                    
  7             7        
  8                      
  9                    
  10                          
  <2 <3 <3 <2  
   
  Benchmark Distribution: Range is <3 on either side of team average  
                             

There would be potential areas for challenge and conflict in direction for problem-solving and building solutions 
between the following:

•	 A and B with C
•	 C with D 
•	 You with A and R
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The overall productivity of your team is measured against the following scale.

The team productivity is provided below.
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The rating for team productivity is 83%.

In terms of the instinctive strengths missing from the team, the following table provides the outline.
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83% of the instinctive approaches to problem-solving are held in the team.
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Overview

The overall productive synergy score for the team is 80%.

The areas for development to support the greatest degree of synergy and teamwork needed for the success of 
the business are as follows:

•	 The need for presenting in conceptual basis 
•	 The need for change and growth in trying new ideas without so much research
•	 The need to use planning templates as opposed to re-creating the wheel with new systems



26
Bluteau DeVenney & Company  |  901A Spring Garden  Rd, Halifax, NS, B3J 1H6
Phone: (902) 425 - 0467  |  Email: GetResults@bluteaudevenney.com  |  Web: www.BluteauDeVenney.com 27

Team Performance Indicator -Sample Report                                    

Part Three – Strategic Focus

Strategic leadership teams balance the short-term and the long-term building the sustainable competitive 
advantage of the organization. They look where the puck is going not just where it has been. Being strategic 
is a way of thinking, acting, influencing and learning. All four of these aspects are needed in a team to work 
strategically.

A strategic leadership team that works effectively together not only builds and protects the ongoing success 
of an organization, it develops cross-functional relationships to prevent silos, creates a healthy working 
environment to retain top talent and it maximizes performance and productivity. Winning teams need to be 
strategic and not just tactical.

From our research, strategic planning does not translate to great performance for most organizations:

	Only 8% of strategies actually generate results as planned with 37% failing totally.
	Only 11% of executives feel their strategic planning process is worth their investment of time.
	Executives and managers were given an overall score of 69% on the ability to connect strategy to 

results for their organizations – a C+!

The end result is organizations that are reactive rather than proactive. People are not clear on what is 
important and spend time doing second things first.

Strategic planning done right builds prepared minds, provides a framework for executive decision-making, and 
acts as a catalyst for employee engagement – the real competitive advantage. 

Our business world today is subject to a tightening vise. 

	Customers have much higher expectations – the internet has changed everything in that our customers 
now are more informed and demand more value in turn. 

	Competition is much greater and organizations constantly need to increase the value they provide to 
customers to avoid commoditization and irrelevance. 

	The pace of innovation is much faster to keep ahead of the curve – we have to think not only of how 
customers use our products and services now but how will they need to use them in the future

	With the increasing global interconnection, the complexity of the variables facing business is much 
greater – analysis can no longer be linear, it needs to be branched. 

Leaders and organizations need to think, plan, and act strategically to be competitive.

The following assessment identifies the ability for your team to execute against the strategic drivers for your 
organization’s success.
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Strategic Focus Factor Leader Team Benchmark

Direction – our business strategies are coordinated against a plan and assessed regularly. 72% 85% 69%

Decisions – we make our strategic decisions efficiently based on a process against our goals and vision. 75% 88% 68%

Feedback – we measure the impact of decisions on a timely basis. 82% 76% 64%

Goals – we have a clear sense of shared direction. 91% 80% 71%

Growth – we have clear expectations for results and measures to assess progress. 89% 77% 72%

Continuity – we have regular time for assessing progress of plans. 88% 68% 63%

Measurements – we have specific measures to know we are on track individually and as a group and see visible progress. 75% 75% 66%

Accountability – We are very clear on our role, what is expected of us and report effectively. 92% 79% 70%

Follow-Through – we finish what we start. 72% 68% 71%

Time – we are effective at scheduling and blocking our time to get things done. 69% 55% 65%

Proactive – we are proactive in planning our activities and minimizing fires. 70% 76% 68%

Pace – we work on a relaxed, positive and confident pace. 82% 78% 64%

Forward – we work to the future and learn from the past. 88% 71% 75%

We establish an achievable number of goals for each period rather than too many goals. 89% 72% 68%

We define expectations for each goal in specific value terms rather than unmeasurable or vague terms. 94% 75% 66%

We set realistic completion target dates for each goal rather than unrealistic or no completion target dates. 91% 72% 70%

We assign accountability for project management and results for each goal. 91% 84% 72%

We gain clear understanding of expectations and results for each goal with the team members responsible for managing the goal. 89% 71% 69%

We prioritize projects and actions rather than over-committing or not meeting milestones. 89% 69% 68%

We gain buy-in from the team for the goal and result rather than telling and commanding. 78% 82% 72%

We have team initiative and motivation for growth rather than having to offer inducements for people to do what they should be doing anyway. 86% 86% 71%

We have written work plans that state how people will achieve their goals. 74% 71% 61%

We review progress regularly rather than only if there is a problem or just before the completion date. 89% 67% 68%
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We understand and appreciate there are consequences of achieving or not achieving the goal. 88% 91% 76%

We involve the team in planning the steps of achieving a goal rather than always trying to have the answer first. 85% 76% 73%

Energy and resources are being spent in the most profitable and productive areas? 85% 79% 65%

84% 76% 69%

The degree of strategic focus to the leader priorities is 87.34%.

The degree of agreement for strategic focus in comparison to the benchmark is 110% indicating an 
expectation for performance of 69.5% of goals.

Overview

The overall strategic focus score for the team is 78%.

The areas for development are identified as follows:

•	 The ability to schedule and block time to work on priorities
•	 The ability to follow through and finish what is started
•	 The coordination of business strategies to the plan with regular assessment
•	 The need to review progress regularly rather than waiting until completion or when problems occur
•	 The need to be proactive in planning actions as opposed to be reactive
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The Team Success Quotient

The ability for a team to achieve maximum performance is a function of three factors:

•	 The leadership capacity and alignment of leaders to the competencies that are most needed for the 
organization’s success

•	 The productive synergy and degree of teamwork the team is able to provide to achieve performance 
and results

•	 The strategic focus of the team to recognize and agree on priorities and work from the same page

The Team Success Quotient for your team is 75.33%.

Based on how the team works now, the expectation is that you will achieve 75% of the goals and strategies 
you set for the organization’s success.

The agenda for development that would support the team to move to a higher level of performance and 
achievement of greater results is as follows:

•	 Leadership Alignment

o	 Strategic perspective
o	 Change management
o	 Building collaborative relationships

•	 Productive Synergy

o	 The need for presenting in conceptual basis 
o	 The need for change and growth in trying new ideas without so much research
o	 The need to use planning templates as opposed to re-creating the wheel with new systems

•	 Strategic Focus

o	 The ability to schedule and block time to work on priorities
o	 The ability to follow through and finish what is started
o	 The coordination of business strategies to the plan with regular assessment
o	 The need to review progress regularly rather than waiting until completion or when problems 

occur
o	 The need to be proactive in planning actions as opposed to be reactive
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